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A Study of Genesis Chapter 1, Verse 1
Part1

The Remarkable Time of
Creation

Time

In order to comprehend the truths
of creation, prophecy, and many other
biblical concepts, an understanding of the
nature of time in relation to heaven (the
spiritual and space realm) and earth (the

< physical realm) is

/4 FOAS necessary. When time

relationships are properly

(( N 3 ),understood many seeming

4 contradictions disappear.

According to Genesis

chapter 1, verse 1: “In the

beginning God created the heaven and

the earth.” The word “beginning” signifies

a starting point for time. If time as we

know it had a beginning, and God created

the heaven and the earth “in the

beginning,” then God must be outside of

time. Time began with a reference point,

something tangible. In fact God brought

time into being with the creation of the
heaven and the earth.

Since God is outside of time, and
therefore not bound by time, it would follow
that He would be omniscient (all knowing).
God knows the beginning from the end. In
the book of Ecclesiastes we find this

statement in chapter 3 verse 15: “That
which hath been is now; and that which
is to be hath already been; and God
requireth that which is past.” God is not
bound by time. This then is also the basis
of prophecy; God knows the beginning
from the end. In God’s realm the end has,
in fact, already occurred. In Isaiah chapter
46 verses 9 and 10 God declares:
“Remember the former things of old: for |
am God, and there is none else; | am God,
and there is none like me, declaring the
end from the beginning, and from
ancient times the things that are not yet
done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and
I will do all my pleasure.”

If God created time, then there
must have been a “time” before time
began. God therefore must live in a realm
where time has no meaning in the linear
physical sense. It follows that God must
be eternal. Since God is not limited by
time, He can do in a literal twenty-four hour
day what it would take man or nature a
very long time to accomplish. Paul refers
to time when he says to Timothy (2 Tim
1:9): “...who has saved us and called us
with a holy calling, not according to our
works, but according to His own purpose
and grace which was given to us in Christ
Jesus before time began...” And again in
his epistle to Titus (Titus 1:2): “...in hope of
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time began...”

God occupies eternity. Time (a large
or small number) and eternity (an infinite
number) are not the same thing. You may
add or subtract from a finite number and you
will lengthen or shorten it. Adding or
subtracting from an infinite number will not
lengthen or shorten it. In fact, “[t]here is no
such thing as eternity which has passed.”

The Bible clearly shows that time did
not exist before the eternal God brought it
into being by the creation of the heaven and
the earth.

A phenomenon of time is that it is
not fixed and doesn’t exist on its own, it is
relative. That time is relative can be
demonstrated.®

eternal life  which
God, who cannot lie,
promised before

Time and the Substance of Light
In Genesis chapter 1, verse 3 we
see that “God said let there be light, and
there was light.” Comparing this light (ore)
to the light found in Genesis chapter 1,
verse 14 (ma-ore) which refers to the light
givers of the Sun, Moon
and stars, we see that in
verse 3 God is referring
/ to the substance of light,

energy in all its forms.
According to Einstein’s

-W/\]H‘J\H/\’- equation E=mc® matter
and energy (light) are
interrelated. Light is
nothing more than fast moving matter.* It
can be demonstrated by experiment that
light has mass, can move objects, and can
be bent. A photographic plate gains weight
when exposed to light.®
Two Australian scientists, Setterfield
and Norman, doing research regarding the
speed of light, discovered evidence that the
speed of light may not be a “constant” as
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has been supposed. In fact, the evidence
they found has lead to calculations
showing that the speed of light approached
infinity sometime around 8,000 to 10,000
years ago.® Alan Montgomery, a Canadian
mathematician, working independently,
doing statistical analysis of the known
measurements of ¢, generally agrees with
their findings.” These findings would be
consistent with God having created the
universe sometime between 6,000 and
8,000 years ago. This is sure to bring
fierce protests and denials from secular
scientists everywhere, as well as “old
earth” Christian believers. Their cherished
evolutionary “scientific models” of how the
universe came into existence, unaided by
the Creator, would be in danger of
crumbling. They can’'t have that. The
usual course of such scientists is to
protest, ridicule, discredit without evidence,
and thereafter ignore what interferes with
their already pre-conceived ideas.

The significance of this finding is
that you can't look through a telescope,
calculate how long it takes light to reach
Earth, and from this calculation determine
how old the universe might be. If light
were essentially infinite at the time of
creation, then the stretching out of the
heavens mentioned in various passages of
the Bible becomes an instantaneous act.
It tends to confirm a young age for the
universe. It therefore renders insignificant
to universe dating the number of light
years from distant star to distant star.

Another consequence is that a non-
constant speed of light renders invalid the
formulas of atomic dating methods. How
can puny limited man determine the time
of the beginning without consideration of
the Word revealed by the limitless God?
Science has vacated the Truth in favor of
the lie that man is God.

Radioactive decay rates are
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CR proportional to ¢ (the

constant for the
velocity of light)
making invalid the
radio dating results scientist now accept if ¢
has been decaying over time.® In fact,
correcting the value for c in radiometric
dating formulas produce results consistent
with a young Earth.®

The light constant c is a part of many
other formulas we use in physics as well.
Additionally, metabolic rates are believed to
be proportional to ¢.*

For those that are interested, there
are many other scientific evidences for
recent creation. Dr. Edward F. Blick, in his
book A Scientific Analysis of Genesis, lists
eighty such evidences.™

Linear Time versus

Eternity (Non-Linear Time)

In the physical realm we live in linear

time. Linear, or physical time, is
progressive from the past, to the present, to
the future. The spiritual realm is an eternal
dimension (non-linear time).** The past, the
present, and the future
of linear time are the
now of eternity (non-
linear time). Time does
not exist on its own,
and its flow rate is not
fixed."
When we die we pass
directly to the time of
the resurrection of the
dead, which s siill
future in earthly (linear)
time but is the now for us as we step into
the spiritual, eternal (non-linear), realm.*
Once this is understood we see that when
we die we leave linear time and step into
eternity. All  believers therefore, past,
present and future, arrive in Heaven at the
same time.
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God experiences the past and the
future as the present.’®> The concept of
eternal, non-linear, time should remove
some of the mystery of prophecy.

Consider the good thief. Even
though he died 2000 years ago, and was
promised to be with Christ in Paradise the
same day, in linear time he is not yet there.
However, the instant he died and stepped
into eternity he was there along with us at
the same moment.*®

How do you reconcile John 3:13,
that no one had yet ascended into heaven;
and likewise, Acts 2:34, “For David is not
yet ascended into the heavens,” with the
promise to the good thief that “today” he
would be in paradise, unless two different
time dimensions were being discussed?

Death is a doorway through which
all that pass through step into eternity
without delay or loss of consciousness
(soul sleep). What is yet future in earthly
time is already present in heavenly time
(e.g. the Lord’s return). But, for those still
in “time,” the event that the departed one
experiences has not yet happened, and
can only be regarded as soul sleep.’

We arrive in eternity at the same
moment as our grandchildren. All future
generations make the trip with us, so we
do not experience loss. However, those
that remain experience loss because they
have not yet fulfilled their “time.”*®

Eternity is more of depth than
length, that is, intensity rather than
extensity (more abundant life, John 10:10).
Likewise, intensity rather than length is the
issue with eternal punishment, though
length is not denied; and the punishment is
everlasting. *°

Now considering the cross, Christ
paid an eternal price for us. It was “an
event in eternity.”® The cross of Christ
had eternal consequences because the
penalty we would have received was



eternal. Being also
God, Christ had an
eternal capacity to
endure an eternity of
suffering without time.?*  His eternal
suffering was one of extreme intensity rather
than duration. An eternity of intensity
(eternal punishment) was experienced in a
few short hours.?? Because of His eternal
capacity, the few short hours on the cross
were equal to the everlasting punishment of
the unrepentant sinner. Finite mortal man
without infinite capacity cannot bear the
eternal intensity all at once, but must suffer
an infinite length.%

He still suffers the loss of those who
reject Him, for God is love. Do we not
ourselves suffer because of the loss of our
loved ones? Think about this.
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Coming in April-June issue:
“In the Beginning God...”, The Remarkable Existance and Nature of God.
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