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Fulfilling the Great Commission

Several times in the past month, and twice
in the past week, | have been reminded of an old
saying: “Never discuss religion and politics.” | used
to subscribe to this view, and most of the children
growing up in our culture have heard this
admonishment.

Discussing religion and politics, we were
told, is a sure way to start arguments and loose
friends. | wonder if Jesus regretted it as he was
dying on the cross? We all know that Jesus, with
certainty, discussed religion, but I've noticed that
many of my Christian friends are not aware that he
disrupted the political as
well.

Let me ask
those who subscribe to
the saying that we
shouldn’t discuss religion
if they are able to fulfill
the Great Commission, to go into the entire world
and preach the Gospel to every creature, without
having done so?' Therefore should we discuss
religion? By religion | mean belief in the Lord Jesus
as our personal Savior.

So then, what about politics? At one time
in the history of our nation, politics was foremost in
the minds of some of our most dynamic and
respected preachers. Today the government, since
Lyndon Johnson, has silenced the pulpits in this
area. The Church is silenced today under threat of
loss of tax exempt status.

Jesus posed a threat to the world-order,
both religious and political, of the day. Whipping
and upsetting the moneychangers in the Temple
was both a political and religious act. We find in
John 11:47-53 that because of Jesus, the chief
priests and Pharisees feared loss of political power.
It seems that the religious and political intermingled
in the ministry of Jesus. It could not be avoided.
Jesus spoke of a Kingdom. A Kingdom represents
power and authority. And, in fact, the Romans and
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Pharisees will ultimately bow to that authority, either
on Earth or at the Judgment. The fact is that from
an earthly perspective, Jesus was crucified for
religious and political reasons.

Today we have leaders that exhibit

personal moral laxity, and advocate immoral laws.
They don’'t seem to be held accountable. We as a
nation refuse to hold them accountable when we
turn our eyes away from their unrighteous acts and
return them to office. Most assuredly we live in an
age of compromise. Have we been so desensitized
in this degenerate world that we can’t convince a
majority to elect righteous
leaders? But wait a
minute! We are told that
we shouldn’t discuss
religion and politics. Or
should we?
The conscience of the
nation lies to itself. We are told that the Ten
Commandments depicted behind the Supreme
Court justices are really “ancient laws”, thus
stripping God of His authority in our lives and
nation.? Can we truthfully avoid God if we hide Him
behind politically correct words and titles? We are
pretending God away.

| submit that it is our duty and obligation to
discuss religion and politics. How else will we be
able to first, fulfill the Great Commission, and
second, spread an awareness of the seriousness of
holding our leaders accountable and electing
righteous leadership? How can we be an informed
electorate if we are unwilling to exchange political
ideas with people around us? | recently heard a
caller on the radio, professing a view opposite my
own, say that he would be willing to change his vote
if someone could present him with a convincing
argument. Apparently he is not afraid of dialogue.
It's to the benefit of the unrighteous that Christians
remain ignorant and mute. Maybe it's time that we
take some risks and dare ruffle a few feathers in the
arena of politics and religion. Jesus took that risk,
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should we do less?

| believe it was A. W. Tozer

who once said that “a man

has no right to die until he
has served his generation.” | ask how can a man
serve his generation by avoiding all mention of
religion and politics, especially in these times. Maybe
it's true that we might loose a few friends in the
process, but we might just save our country, and most
importantly save a few souls as well.

" Matthew 28:19, 20; Mark 16:15, 16.

2 Refer to, Catherine Mallard, The Rewriting of America’s History,
Camp Hill, PA: Horizon House Publishers, 1991, pp. 383, 384 for how
the description of the mural was changed to delete reference to the
Ten Commandments. According to Catherine Mallard, in a recent
radio interview on Southwest Radio Church 16 June 1997, when
asked what they were, guides simply respond that they are ancient or
old laws.

The Mind of Humanism'

A cartoon in several of Ken Ham’s books
depicts two castles at war. One castle represents
Christianity, the other Humanism. The battle waged
by the Humanists is one of deception and is little
understood by the Christian. While the Christian is
busy attacking symptoms such as pornography and
abortion, the humanists are firing on the Christian
foundation of Creation, causing the Christian
confusion regarding the foundations of his own
beliefs. The attack against the Christian begins in the
book of Genesis, the roots of the Christian belief
system.

We must understand that Humanism, the
religion of the enemy, is built on a foundation of
evolution. The battle is waged in the mind, and is one
of ideas, or world-views. We see and attack the
various manifestations without understanding they are
symptoms of the same problem.

Humanists have churches called Public
Schools. Their evangelists enter your home on the
nightly news, situation comedies, and the movies.

To understand and challenge the enemy we
need to examine his “scriptures” (Manifestos).
Realize that no one would take the time to assemble
and formalize their belief system unless they intended
to implement it. They have done this on two
occasions, first in 1933 and last in 1973. The signers
of these documents were some of the most influential
intellectuals and educators in the country.

Key points of their belief system as outlined
in Humanist Manifesto | and Il are:

1. Atheism - There is no God. As gods, “We must
save ourselves.”
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2. Evolution - The universe is self existing and
man is the result of evolutionary processes.

3. Amorality - Ethics is autonomous and
situational. Self is key. They favor birth control,
abortion, divorce and choice of sexual
orientation (all these can be read as favoring
population control).

4. Self-Autonomy - They favor maximum individual
rights, rejecting all moral and religious codes.
They demand civil liberties, the right to oppose
government policies, and demand the right to
die with dignity, euthanasia, and suicide.

5. Socialism - Socialism is the preferred form of
government. They seek to break down national
boundaries, eliminate patriotism, and teach
“globalism” in our schools.

Their goal is long range. The prize is the
minds of our children. When they have that, they
win. They attacked our belief system at its roots,
infilirated our schools beginning with the teacher's
colleges. They send their disciples into key
professions such as, schools, the legal profession
(courts), the media, and politics. We can’t avoid
listening to their preachers. Subtly, without knowing,
we have bought many of their lies.

Our first line of defense is to understand
and be able to defend our own belief system. Next,
we must understand the enemy, and keep informed.
Third, we need to convey truth to our family, friends,
and especially the children. Lastly, armed with the
truth, we must involve ourselves with our school
boards, national, state and community politics.

The First Line of Defense — A

Solid Foundation

The study of Genesis is foundational to the
understanding of our basic Christian doctrine. What
you believe about Genesis will affect what you
believe about the rest of the Bible. If Genesis can
be proven false then the rest of the Bible is based on
a false foundation. Jesus accepted this book as
true, “And He answered and said to them, ‘Have you
not read that He who made them at the beginning
‘made them male and female,” and said, ‘For this
reason a man shall leave his father and mother and
be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one
flesh™??

Genesis is considered the “seedplot of the
Bible” because of the many foundational truths that
take root there such as creation, sin, death,
atonement, and salvation. It is also the book of firsts
such as the Creator, the beginning of time and
creation, the first marriage, the first sin, the first
sacrifice, the first murder, the first covenant, and
others.



" The first section appeared in its entirety in the Traditional Values
Coalition of Stanislaus County newsletter, Bob Tozier, Root Cause:
The Mind of Humanism, Aug/Sept/Oct 1996. For a thorough
understanding of the subject of Humanism refer to: David A. Noebel,
Understanding the Times, Manitou Springs, CO: Summit Press, 1991;
Tim LaHaye, D. Min., The Battle For the Mind, Old Tappan, NJ:
Power Books, 1980; Tim LaHaye, D. Min., The Battle For the Public
Schools: Humanism’s Threat To Our Children, Old Tappan, NJ:
Power Books, 1983; Ken Ham, The Lie: Evolution, El Cajon, CA:
Master Books, 1987; Paul Kurtz, ed., Humanist Manifestos | and II,
Ambherst, NY: Prometheus Books, 1973.

2 Matthew 19:4, 5 KJV.

A Study of Genesis Chapter 1, Verse 1

Part3

The Remarkable Creation of God

Bara

“In the beginning God created...” The
Hebrew for “created”, “bara,” means that God called
into existence from no existence. Contrary to the
Materialist’'s view, this use of “bara” stresses that
there was no pre-existing material in the universe.
Scripture affirms that this meaning is correct, for Paul
writes, “...(as it is written, "I have made you a father of
many nations") in the presence of Him whom he
believed, even God, who gives life to the dead and
calls those things which do not exist as though
they did ...”* And again, in Hebrews we find, “By faith
we understand that the worlds were framed by the
word of God , so that the things which are seen
were not made of things which are visible
Furthermore, in Psalms we note that it was, “By the
word of the LORD the heavens were made , And all
the host of them by the breath of His mouth.” The
Creation is out of nothing but His word.

In Part 2 of this series we saw that our
choice is between eternal God or eternal matter
Scripture rules out eternal matter. The Law of Cause
and Effect says that the universe did not create itself,
random particles of matter do not become orderly by
themselves.* We cannot hope to build a house by
laying out cement, lumber, and nails, then go away for
awhile, after which period of time we return to see our
finished dream home.

We also saw that there are three basic laws
that govern the present universe® - The Law of
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Cause and Effect implies that there must be a
supernatural (or uncaused) first cause; the Law of
Conservation of Matter - First Law of
Thermodynamics , reveals that Creation is a
supernatural act by God. (Matter may be converted
to energy and visa versa, but not created or
destroyed); and the Law of Entropy - Second Law
of Thermodynamics says that everything is moving
from order to chaos. Evolution implies that
everything is moving from chaos to order, getting
better and better.

Space and Matter - Heavens

and Earth
“In the beginning God created the
heaven and the earth .” Heaven
(Shamayim ) corresponds to our word
“space”. It is a plural noun and may be
rendered “heaven” or “heavens™®

Heaven

There are three “heavens” mentioned in
scripture, the atmospheric heaven where the birds
fly7, the sidereal heaven where the stars are®, and
the Heaven of God’s Throne.® Notice that Paul
indicates three heavens: “I knew a man in Christ
above fourteen years ago, (whether in the body, |
cannot tell; or whether out of the body, | cannot tell:
God knoweth;) such an one caught up to the third
heaven. And | knew such a man, (whether in the
body, or out of the body, | cannot tell: God knoweth;)
How that he was caught up into paradise , and
heard unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for a
man to utter.”® The third heaven of which Paul
speaks is where God'’s throne is. The atmospheric
and space heavens are indicated in Genesis 1:8 and
14.

Earth
Earth (Erets) corresponds to “matter.”
With matter, energy is implied because energy and
matter are related, convertible from one to the other

according to Einstein’s equation E=MCZ. The
presence of energy and matter in the Universe
causes the existence of time and space .

The “matter” which “erets” (earth) described
is the basic building blocks or elements of the
universe, nothing has yet been formed.'? At this
point the energy potential of matter is just that,
potential energy (more about this in a future article).
“And: You, Lord, in the beginning laid the foundation
of the earth, and the heavens are the work of Your
hands; they will perish, but You remain; and they will



all grow old like a

garment...”"
Summary of
Genesis 1:1.

The word for God, “Elohim”, a plural singular,
hints of the Trinity and oneness of God. The Trinity of
Creation is given in the words “beginning”, “heavens”
and “earth” signifying “time”, “space” and “mass” the
essential ingredients of the universe.

According to Dr. Henry Morris, the
meaning of verse one is essentially: In the
beginning of time “[tlhe transcendent, omnipotent
Godhead called into existence from nothingness
the space-mass-time universe.” **
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' Romans 4:17 KJV.

2 Hebrews 11:3 KJV.

3 Psalm 33:6 KJV.

* Henry M. Morris, Ph.D., The Genesis Record, Grand Rapids, MI:
Baker Book House, 1976, p. 40.

5 For a thorough discussion of these laws and their implications refer
to Henry M. Morris, Ph.D., The Biblical Basis For Modern Science,
Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1984, pp. 33-38, 185-215.

5 Morris, The Genesis Record, pp. 40, 41.

7 Jeremiah 4:25.

8 |saiah 13:10.

? |saiah 66:1.

02 Corinthians 12:2-4 KJV.

" Gerald L. Schroeder, Ph.D., Genesis and the Big Bang: The
Discovery of Harmony Between Modern Science and the Bible, New
York, NY: Bantam Books, 1990, p. 58. Emphasis mine.

2 C. F. Keil, F. Delitzsch, Commentary on the Old Testament,
Peabody, MA: Hendrickson Publishers, Inc., 1866-91, reprinted 1996,
Vol. 1, p. 29.

'3 Hebrews 1:10, 11 KJV.

" Morris, The Genesis Record, p. 41.

Coming in the Oct - Dec 1997 issue:

Genesis Chapter 1, Verse 2 - The Problem
with the Gap.
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