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PAGAN INFLUENCE
After severe and cruel persecutions of 

Christians by the state, finally in 313 Licinius 
and Constantine issued the Edict of Milan 
which caused persecutions to cease, and 
allowed Christians to worship openly.  
Constantine believed that a ruler's chief duty 
was to assure freedom of religion.1  Today 
Christians again face persecution in remote 
parts of the world, and sadly, 
Christians and Christian 
values are increasingly 
subjected to scorn and 
outright persecution in our 
modern politically correct 
society of the United States.  
No longer can we pray when 
and where we wish.  Our own 
schools, where we are forced 
to send them unless we can 
afford private education, 
subject our children daily to 
the corrupt religion of Secular 
Humanism.

Constantine himself, in allowing 
religious freedom, opened the floodgate of 
pagan religious practices being incorporated 
into our own celebrations of Christian holidays.  
These symbols and practices have lost 
meaning for modern Christians, but it would be 
good to reflect on their original meaning, even 
if only to point out the potential dangers that 
may lurk for modern corruption of our faith.  We 
need to hold fast to our doctrines, not being 
persuaded to bend to the society that demands 
tolerance for the sake of political correctness, 
for that is compromise.  We should not forget 

that the concern God had for Israel going into 
the promised land was that, by mixing, they 
would water down the truth, and go after other 
gods.

Paul, writing to Timothy, said that in 
the "…last days… this sort are those who 
creep into households and make captives of 
gullible women loaded down with sins, led 
away by various lusts, always learning and 
never able to come to the knowledge of the 

truth…  they will not endure 
sou n d  d oc t r i n e ,  b u t 
according to their own 
desires, because they have 
itching ears, they will heap 
up for themselves teachers; 
and they will turn their ears 
away from the truth, and be 
turned aside to fables." 2

Those teachers may ride 
their bicycles to your own 
doorstep two by two with 
dark suits, white shirts, and 

ties; carrying their own brand of literature, and 
their own reworked translation of the 
Scriptures.3  And some of them, professing to 
be Christian, don't celebrate Christmas.

After Constantine's edict of toleration, 
many pagans were persuaded to become 
Christian, but many continued to follow their 
pagan beliefs and festivals since they were an 
engrained part of their culture.  Those beliefs 
and festivals were converted to "Christian" 
beliefs and holidays, with the pagan symbols 
being converted and incorporated.  Many of 
these new "Christians", not tried by the fire of 
persecution, were the first to return to their 
pagan worship at the first signs of renewed 

THE SYMBOLS OF CHRISTMAS
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persecution.4

Sometime early on it was 
decided that the Winter 

Solstice festival would become the celebration of 
the birth of Jesus.  Nothing is wrong in honoring 
Jesus' birth, but His birth was certainly not 
December 25. The pagan feast around 
December 25th was the Feast of the Invincible 
Sun (Saturnalia). It was a time of high revelry 
and debauchery similar to our Mardi Gras.  The 
practice began sometime before 245 AD when, 
in a probable reference to the pagan 
debauchery, Origen wrote that it was a sin to 
celebrate the birth of Jesus.  It was first 
mentioned as being the birth date of Jesus in the 
liturgical calendar of 336 AD.5

A new theory is that Jesus was born on 
11 September 3 BC.  This is based on 
interpretation of the sign in the heaven of "a 
woman clothed with the sun, and the moon 
under her feet" of Revelation 12:1 being a 
reference to a certain position of sun and moon 
in the constellation Virgo.  The only date where 
Virgo, symbolized by a woman, is "clothed" with 
the sun and the "moon under her feet" is 11 
September 3 BC, just after sundown, Rosh ha-
Shanah, the Day of Trumpets.6  Was John giving 
us the position of the heavenly bodies, as a 
calendar, to indicate the date of Jesus' birth?

The Christmas tree is fun, and it is an 
important part of the family event of Christmas.  
The children are excited to see the beautiful 
decorations and lights, and finally receive their 
long awaited gifts on Christmas day.  The tree 
was an important symbol in pagan Rome and 
Egypt, and represented the pagan Messiah of 
Baal-Tamar, or Baal-Berith.  According to Hislip: 
"The mother of Adonis, the Sun-God and great 
mediatorial divinity, was mystically said to have 
been changed into a tree, and when in that state 
to have brought forth her divine son."7

Similar pagan practices and meanings 
surround the Yule Log.  The Yule Log was put 
on the fire at night, and the next morning the tree 
appeared.  In other words, the mother changed 
into a tree.8

The giving of gifts is also much fun.  It is 
better to give than to receive it is rightly said.  
For at least one time during the year we should 
put aside self and make someone happy.  The 

Magi brought gifts to Jesus to honor the new 
king.  Isn't that the origin of Christmas giving?  
It might surprise you that the Christmas custom 
of giving gifts also originated with the pagan 
feast of Saturnalia.9

SHOULD CHRISTIANS CELEBRATE 
CHRISTMAS?

After establishing that the date on 
which we celebrate Christmas was derived 
from a pagan holiday, together with many of its 
symbols, the question is, should we continue to 
celebrate the birth of Jesus?  Before we 
answer let's examine the teachings of a 
particular cult, the Jehovah's Witnesses (JW), 
who believe we shouldn't.

The JW is unquestionably a cult.  Lorri 
MacGregor, herself a former fifteen-year 
member of the JW points out the pagan 
influence on their founder and the society in its 
formative years.10  Sadly, but interestingly in 
light of Paul's letter to Timothy quoted earlier, 
Mrs. MacGregor describes candidates for cult 
involvement as: "Vulnerable.  Hurting.  
Disillusioned.  Disappointed.  Seeking.  
Searching.  Hungry for spiritual fulfillment.  
Lonely.  Depressed.  Stressed-out."11  
Furthermore, Dr. Walter R. Martin writes that 
JW's "have abandoned practically every 
cardinal doctrine of Biblical Christianity for the 
dogmatic doctrinal deviations of Charles Taze 
Russell and J. F. Rutherford."12  Those sucked 
into its grip might have better satisfied their 
spiritual longings and emotional stresses in the 
fellowship and simple orthodoxy of the right 
Bible believing Christian church.

The JW are to accept "without question 
doctrines and Biblical interpretations as 
expounded by the Watch Tower Bible and 
Tract Society through its Directors."13  The JW 
believe that only they have the "truth" and are 
Jehovah's spokesmen on Earth.  Contrary to 
JW teaching today, their founder, Charles Taze 
Russell believed that he alone was the "Faithful 
and Wise Servant."  Today they believe it is a 
"class of people," specifically the JW.14  In 
1943 it was also stated in sworn testimony in a 
lawsuit, Olin Moyle v. WTBTS,15 that Jehovah 
God is the editor of the Watchtower, and that it 
is directly His word without qualification.16
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The JW prohibit their 
m e m b e r s  f r o m 
celebrating the birth of 
Jesus, since they 

believe it is part of the false religious system.  
"Watchtower" advocates believe that they alone 
speak for Jehovah, yet few JW members are 
aware that the cult's publication, "The 
Watchtower," advocated the celebration of 
Christmas in its 15 December 1903, 1 December 
1904, and 15 November 1907 issues.  In fact, 
the JW leader at the time, J. F. Rutherford, in the 
15 January 1919 issue, thanked all his friends 
throughout the United States and Canada for all 
the "numerous Christmas presents… as well as 
cards," he received.17  In 1903 the Watchtower, 
speaking of Christmas, said:

"…it is quite immaterial upon what day 
that event, of so great importance to all, 
is celebrated.  Upon this day, so 
generally celebrated, we may properly 
enough join with all whose hearts are in 
the attitude of love and appreciation 
toward God and toward the Savior. 
The habit of giving little remembrances 
one to another at this time of year 
seems to us specially appropriate."18

Now the question to ask is, if the JW 
and the Watchtower speak for Jehovah, then 
was Jehovah mistaken in 1903, 1904, 1907, and 
1919 in regards to the celebration of Christmas?  
God is not the author of confusion.  The JW and 
the Watchtower have an equally dismal record of 
prophetic utterances, but that will need to be the 
subject of a future article.

We Christians do not celebrate the 
pagan festival, we celebrate the event of the 
birth of our Savior Jesus Christ.  The date of his 
birth is not the issue, it’s the event of his birth 
that matters.  Whether or not early Christians 
chose to honor that event during the time of the 
pagan festival of their neighbors is no more 
wrong than some Christians choosing to have a 
Hallelujah party at their church, rather then 
participate in the clearly pagan event of 
Halloween.

Finally, is the celebration of Christmas 
Biblical?  The first celebration of the event was 
celebrated and commanded by God Himself. 
God sent His angels to the Shepherds to 

announce the birth, and told them where they 
might go to find and worship Him.  God also set 
a sign in the sky to lead the Magi to the King of 
Kings, that even the kings of the Earth might 
acknowledge and mark the event.  Did God 
intend that we honor that event?  I believe He 
did.

Today, because of our little 
compromises of modern paganism, Santa 
Claus has all but replaced the reason we 
celebrate.  Santa Claus is the only reality to 
many.  We need not relate the origin of Santa 
Claus to realize that our little compromises 
along the way have produced their own fruit.  
From Santa Claus to Gaia,19 more and more 
we have become a secular and occultic 
society.  During this Christmas season it would 
do well for each of us to re-read the Christmas 
story of the babe born in Bethlehem so long 
ago.  He was born in humble surroundings, 
visited by shepherds at his birth, and when a 
little older He was honored by kings of the east, 
with gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  The kings 
gave a princely gift of the costly ointments 
required for His burial.  For you see, He came 
not to live, but to die.  Death was a stumbling 
block for all the other founders of the world's 
religions.  But for Christ, it was His triumph, His 
reason for being alive.  It is also the reason that 
we have the hope of eternal salvation.  
Because He was born He could die for us.  
God provided the perfect gift, Himself, not a 
symbol.  We should honor the Perfect Gift.

______________________________
1 Earle E. Cairns, Ph.D., Christianity Through the 
Centuries: A History of the Christian Church, Grand 
Rapids, MI: Academie Books, 1954, 1981, p. 93; Philip 
Schaff, History of the Christian Church, Grand Rapids, MI: 
Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1910, Reprinted 
1995, Vol. II, pp. 72, 73.
2 2 Timothy 3:6, 7; 4:3, 4 NKJV.
3  The Morman's have their own scripture, The Book of 
Morman.  The Jehovah Witnesses have their New World 
Translation of the Holy Scriptures.  Both support their 
particular belief system.  The New World Translation, in 
particular, is designed to provide "evidence" for their 
teaching.  They even have their own The Kingdom 
Interlinear Translation of the Greek Scriptures to provide 
added support for their positions.  They are extremely good 
at it, and will avoid Bible Studies with mature Christians 
who have a good grasp of the Scripture.  We invite them in, 
they want to control the study, they have "proof texts," 
avoiding other texts that may not agree with their own 
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espoused several theories such as the "Day-age 
Theory", where the days are considered 
geological ages, or the Gap Theory."3  In fact, 
many commentaries that were written in the late 
19th century favored the Gap Theory, which 
claimed a long gap between verses 1 and 2 of 
Genesis chapter 1.

This theory actually has been around 
much longer. Dr. Thomas Chalmers of 
Edinburgh University originally popularized it in 
1814 in order to reconcile the Bible to the 
concept of Georges Cuvier's geologic 
catastrophism.4  Geologic Catastrophism is the 
idea that a number of small catastrophes, rather 
than the Noahic flood, accounted for the fossils.5  
This fit in nicely with the idea of events occurring 
over endless ages.6  The Gap Theory supposes 
that the Earth had been previously created, 
populated with creatures, perhaps even people, 
then destroyed, possibly as a result of Satan's 
fall.  After which, the Earth was re-created during 
the "six days" of Genesis.  In this way the old 
Earth and existing fossil's are reconciled to the 
Bible.

Search diligently though you might, you 
will not find support for this view in the Bible, 
except for a forceful misuse of a few words in 
Genesis 1, verse 2 by those hoping to prove its 
validity.

Unfortunately, more recently, the Gap 
Theory was greatly popularized by Scofield in 
his notes in the Scofield Reference Bible 
beginning in 1917.7

Those wishing to hold to this view must 
translate the verse as if it said "And the earth 
became without form and void" rather than the 
accepted rendering of "And the earth was
without form and void."8

Gap theorists also claim that God is not 
a God of Chaos, and would not deliberately 
create the Earth as chaos.  In their view the 
Hebrew "tohu waw bohu", "without form and 
void", becomes something sinister, not a 
process of God's creation, but rather a result of 
destruction by His wrath.  Therefore, the chaos 
they see in “unformed and void” could not have 
been part of the Creation.  Instead they believe 
that this verse evidences a previous creation, 
possibly during which Satan and his angels 
(demons) had rebelled, prompting God to 
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slant.  They never return, 
though we invite them back.
4 Schaff, History of the 
Christian Church, Vol. II, p. 
76.

5 Robert W. Faid, A Scientific Approach to More Biblical 
Mysteries, Forest Green, AR: New Leaf Press, 1994, pp. 
187, 188.
6 Ernest L. Martin, Ph.D., The Star that Astonished the 
World, Portland, OR: ASK Publications, 2nd edition, 1996, pp. 
90-102.
7 Alexander Hislip, The Two Babylons, Neptune, NJ: 
Loizeaux Brothers, 1916, 1943, p. 97.
8 Ibid., pp. 97, 98.
9 Faid, A Scientific Approach to More Biblical Mysteries, p. 
189.
10 Lorri MacGregor, What You Need to Know About… 
Jehovah's Witnesses, Eugene, OR: Harvest House 
Publishers, 1992, pp. 111-115.
11 Ibid., p. 9.
12 Walter R. Martin, Ph.D., The Kingdom of the Cults, 
Minneapolis, MN: Bethany House Publishers, 1965, 1977, p. 
46.  This is an Analysis of the Major Cult Systems in the 
Present Christian Era.
13 Duane Magnani, The Watch-Tower Files: Dialogue with a 
Jehovah's Witness, Minneapolis, MN: Bethany House 
Publishers, 1983, 1985, p. 179.  Sworn testimony of the 
Watchtower president in a trial in Scotland in 1954.  Duane 
Magnani was a member of the Jehovah's Witnesses for 
eighteen years before becoming a Christian in 1974.
14 Ibid., p. 25.  This is substantiated in the comparison of the 
early and later writings of C. T. Russell, further adding to the 
confusion.
15 WTBTS = Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society.
16 Magnani, The Watch-Tower Files: Dialogue with a 
Jehovah's Witness, pp. 16, 17.
17 Ibid., p. 267.
18 Ibid., p. 271.  Quoted from the Watchtower of 15 
December 1903.
19 Gaia = Earth Goddess, Mother Earth; See Michael S. 
Coffman, Ph.D., Saviors of the Earth, Chicago, IL: Northfield 
Publishing, 1994, pp. 139-149.  This book discusses the 
politics and religion of the environmental movement.

PROBLEMS WITH THE GAP
(A Study of Genesis 1:2)

"And the earth was without form, and 
void; and darkness was upon the face of the 
deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the 
face of the waters." 1

THEORIES WITHOUT EVIDENCE
Soon after Darwin's "The Origin of 

Species",2 theologians, deluded into believing 
that the earth was indeed old, and evolution had 
been proven, attempted to reconcile the 
supposed fossil record with Genesis.  They 
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destroy it, thus causing 
the earth to “become
unformed and void,” for 
t h e  p u r p o s e  o f 

reforming it.9  This is supposed to account for 
the fossils we see today, thus sin 
and death were in the world 
before the sin of Adam.

In this verse Gap theorists 
fail to recognize that God is simply 
organizing the un-energized 
(unformed and void) elements 
created by Him in Genesis 1:1  In 
rebuttal to their argument, it’s not 
that He created chaos, but that he 
created the building blocks He 
would then use to form the earth 
and all that is in it.  The intent of 
the verse, however, is that God 
intended for the Earth to be 
inhabited, and the following verses were the 
molding and filling of the formless unfilled 
Earth.10  In other words, God created the 
container and then filled it.

We do not need the Gap Theory to 
explain the fossil record.  The flood of Noah 
adequately explains it.  In explanation of the so-
called geologic column, smaller more 
rudimentary creatures would be overcome by 
the flood sediment and be buried first.  Next, the 
more intelligent and mobile creatures would 
escape to higher ground where they too would 
be overcome by the advancing flood and be 
buried at higher levels in the column.  The last to 
be overcome would also be the least 
represented, since the majority would escape 
burial, float, decompose, and avoid fossilization.  
This is why small marine creatures represent the 
lower parts of the column, and man is at the 
highest level.

Including lack of evidence, several 
problems present themselves to gap theorists.  
Whitcomb in "The Early Earth" presents five 
problems with the Gap Theory.11  First, the "very 
good" of Genesis 1:31 would have been 
pronounced on a world that had already become 
a graveyard of dead creatures.  Secondly, death 
would have entered the creation before the fall 
of man, whereby it is said that because of Adam 
the Earth was cursed, and by Adam's sin death 
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entered the world.  Thirdly, if the Gap Theory is 
true and the fossils predate the six-day creation, 
then there is no genetic link with those creatures 
to present day creatures.  Fourthly, there is no 
Biblical support for this theory.  And lastly, the 

destruction of the previous Earth 
would then account for the fossil 
record, not the flood of Noah as 
most creationists believe.

FORMLESS AND VOID
Genesis chapter 1, verse 2 "and 
the earth was without form and 
void" (Tohu waw Bohu), may be 
rendered “And the earth was 
unformed and uninhabited.”  The 
basic elements created in verse 
one have not yet been formed.  In 
pagan mythology order is brought 
out of chaos by battle or struggle.  

In Genesis God brings order out of chaos by 
effortless command.12

Of the six days, we find that the first 
three days will correct the “without form” 
condition, and the second three days will correct 
the “void” or unfilled condition.  These two 
divisions are acts of “dividing” and “furnishing.”  
The first three days of dividing parallel the last 
three days of filling.  The first three days divide 
light from darkness, waters from atmosphere, 
and waters from land.  The last three days fill 
that which has been divided; sources of light, 
fish and birds, and animals and man.13

THE DARKNESS AND THE DEEP
"…and darkness was upon the face 

of the deep."   Light is energy.  Darkness would 
therefore signify an un-energized condition.  The 
created matter, or the building bricks of the 
universe, were not yet organized or energized.

"Face" (presence) signifies that the 
formless waters and earth (the elements) are 
present but not yet formed, energized, or set in 
motion.

 “Deep” and “waters ” in this context 
indicates water, but signifies chaos, or 
unordered.14  "The deep" (T ehom) - In both 
“pagan and Hebrew accounts, creation begins 
with ‘the deep’ as an unorganized mass.”15  

"When on high the heaven had 



not been named,
Firm ground below had not 
been called by name, 

Naught but primordial Apsu, their 
begetter, 
(And) Mummu-Tiamat, she who 
bore them all, 

Their waters commingling as a single body…"16

WAITING FOR SOMETHING
"…the Spirit of God was hovering over 

the face of the waters.   Ruach (the Spirit) is also 
the word used for wind or breath:  "Then said Jesus 
to them again, “Peace be unto you: as my Father 
hath sent me, even so send I you.”  And when he 
had said this, he breathed  on them, and saith unto 
them, “Receive ye the Holy Ghost .”17  The Spirit 
was hovering, waiting for something.  A command 
would soon come in the next verse.
______________________________
1 Genesis 1:2 KJV.
2 Charles Darwin, The Origin of Species, New York, NY, Mentor, 
1859, 1872, 1958.
3 Del Ratzsch, Ph.D., The Battle of Beginnings: Why Neither Side 
is Winning the Creation-Evolution Debate, Downers Grove, IL: 
InterVarsity Press, 1996, p. 55.
4 John C. Whitcomb, Th.D., The Early Earth: An Introduction to 
Biblical Creationism, Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 
1972, 1986, p. 142, footnote 1.
5 In this view the Flood of Noah was the last of a series of minor 
catastrophes.
6 Henry M. Morris, Ph.D., The Long War Against God, The 
History and Impact of the Creation/Evolution Conflict, Grand 
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Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1989, pp. 165, 189, 190.
7 Ibid., p. 142.
8 The Interlinear Bible translates this word as "was" in the 
direct meaning of the Hebrew, and renders it "And the earth 
being without form and void" in the margin literal Hebrew 
translation.  It is not translated "became."  Jay P. Green, Sr., 
The Interlinear Hebrew-Greek-English Bible, Vol. I, 
Hendrickson Publishers, 1976, 1985, p.1; See also 
Whitcomb, The Early Earth:  pp. 141, 146, and 147.
9 Arthur W. Pink, Gleanings in Genesis, Chicago, IL: Moody 
Press, 1922, 1950, pp. 14, 15; John Phillips, D. Min., 
Exploring Genesis, Neptune, NJ: Loizeaux Brothers, 1980, 
pp. 40, 41; Henry M. Morris, Ph.D., The Genesis Record: A 
Scientific & Devotional Commentary on the Book of 
Beginnings, Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1976, 
pp. 46-50; Jamison Faucett & Brown, A Commentary, Grand 
Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1973, Reprinted 1993, Vol. I, p. 3; 
James G. Murphy, Barnes’ Notes: Genesis, Grand Rapids, 
MI: Baker Books, 1873, Reprinted 1996, pp. 33-35; 
Whitcomb, The Early Earth:  pp. 141-158; Charles C. Ryrie, 
Ph.D., Th.D., Basic Theology: A Popular Systematic Guide 
to Understanding Biblical Truth, Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 
1986, pp. 182-184; and Henry M. Morris, Ph.D.,editor., 
Scientific Creationism, El Cajon, CA: Master Books, pp. 231-
243.
10 Whitcomb, The Early Earth:  pp. 147-150.
11 Whitcomb, The Early Earth, pp. 142, 143.
12 Joseph C. Dillow, Th.D., The Waters Above: Earth’s Pre-
Flood Vapor Canopy, Chicago, IL: Moody Press, 1981, 
1982, p. 21.
13 Ibid., pp. 23, 24.
14 Ibid., p. 22.
15 Ibid., p. 18.
16 Enuma elish - David Adams Leeming, The World of Myth, 
an Anthology, New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1990, 
p. 19.
17 John 20:21, 22 KJV.
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