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Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the
gate and broad is the way that leads to
destruction, and there are many who go
in by it.  Because narrow is the gate and
difficult is the way which leads to life, and
there are few who find it. Matthew 7:13, 14
NKJV

There are two paths that a person can choose in
life.  He may choose the path that is broad and
whereon most of humanity finds their way.  Or, he
may choose the narrow path, where few men trod.
The narrow path is considered socially unaccept-
able especially by today’s very liberal standards.
One path leads to destruction, the other path leads
to eternal life.  On which path are you?

SSSSSeek Ye First The Kingdom
One of the very first verses of Scripture that I
 focused on when I accepted the Lord was

Matthew 6:33 which says that we must seek first the
Kingdom of God and His righteousness.  This verse in
context spoke of trusting in the Lord for all the needful
things in my life.  This was a very difficult concept for me

since I had been doing things my way for a very long
time.

Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall
we eat? or, What shall we drink? or,
Wherewithal shall we be clothed?  (For after
all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your
heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of
all these things.  But seek ye first the
kingdom of God, and his righteousness;
and all these things shall be added unto you.
Matthew 6:31-33

If, as these verses state, I should seek the
Kingdom of God and His righteousness, then I must ask
just what is the Kingdom of God?  A little while later I
ran across a verse that defined the Kingdom of God as
“righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.”

For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink;
but righteousness, and peace, and joy in
the Holy Ghost. Romans 14:17

This verse made clear that the Kingdom of God
that I was to seek first was not made up of the material
things of life.  However, this verse in context refers to
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not causing my brother to stumble.  But, it also speaks
of liberty.  Of this Wiersbe writes:

… the principle that the Christian life is
between the believer and his Lord, and that
the believer must always be sure he is right
with the Lord. If there are doubts about some
of his practices, he cannot have joy and
peace.1

Putting Matthew 6:33 together with Romans
14:17 it became clear that the material things in life
(including job, goals, and possessions) and the cares of
the world must be secondary to seeking the Kingdom of
God.  It was also clear from these verses that God would
provide the needful things in life if I would only obey Him
and seek Him first.  This is totally opposite from what
the world today would say.  If, in fact, anyone attempts
to follow this principle he or she is looked upon by the
worldly as being a fanatic.  Barnhouse writes:

But the righteousness of the Kingdom of God
is even more than positive action. God’s
righteousness produces an infinite longing to
grow in holiness, an ardent desire to know Him
better, an intense craving for truth in the inward
parts. It is longing for the consciousness of
the Lord’s presence, the panting of the deer
after the water brooks (Ps 42:1). It is that
hungering and thirsting after righteousness
which our Lord promised would be satisfied
(Matt 5:6). When a believer truly yearns for
the righteousness of God, he possesses the
passport that identifies him as a true citizen
of the Kingdom of God.2

Notice that Barnhouse says a true believer “truly
yearns for the righteousness of God,” and that the
righteousness of God “produces an infinite longing to
grow in holiness, an ardent desire to know Him better,
an intense craving for truth in the inward parts.”  I
experienced this yearning when I truly submitted my life
to serving God.  Unless you are truly committed (born
again), much of what I am writing in this article cannot
be comprehended.  Many will simply not get it.  Probably
most that are uncommitted, including nominal
“Christians,” will have already stopped reading this article.
I would encourage you, however, to keep reading.  This
change of which I have been writing is available to
everyone.  Those that have made the transformation
described by Jesus in John chapter 3 have not regretted
it.  This transformation will not remove tribulation in your
life, but it will bring peace and joy in a relationship with
Jesus Christ.  Notice what Jesus told Nicodemus.

There was a man of the Pharisees, named
Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews: The same
came to Jesus by night, and said unto him,
Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come
from God: for no man can do these miracles
that thou doest, except God be with him.
Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily,
verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of
God.  Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a
man be born when he is old? can he enter the
second time into his mother’s womb, and be
born?  Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say
unto thee, Except a man be born of water
and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the
kingdom of God.  That which is born of the
flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the
Spirit is spirit.  Marvel not that I said unto thee,
Ye must be born again. John 3:1-7

Notice that this transformation was put by Jesus
in terms that precluded it as being optional.3  Notice
also that it is a prerequisite for entering the Kingdom of
God.

One of the first things I noticed about this simple
message of “seek ye first” was how difficult it was for
the worldly to accept it.  Some of those in my own fam-
ily did not seem to understand this simple message,
even though professing to be Christians.  The problem
seems to be that the worldly (carnal) are blinded by the
cares and attractions of this world.  They seem to be-
lieve that by showing up once in awhile, like at Easter,
everything will be just fine.  Is showing up once in awhile
truly serving God?  The Bible is clear that there is more.
How about the following:

Let us hold fast the profession of our faith
without wavering; (for he is faithful that
promised;) And let us consider one another to
provoke unto love and to good works: Not
forsaking the assembling of ourselves
together, as the manner of some is; but
exhorting one another: and so much the
more, as ye see the day approaching.
Hebrews 10:23-25

So, I guess we are supposed to go the church?
Okay then, how often are we supposed to think and
speak about the Words of God?  How much time are we
to give God?  My Bible also makes that very clear.  Al-
though the following verses of the Old Testament refer
to God calling the Jewish nation to commitment, they
point toward God’s desire for relationship with us as His
sons and daughters.
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Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord:
And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with
all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and
with all thy might.  And these words, which
I command thee this day, shall be in thine
heart: And thou shalt teach them diligently
unto thy children, and shalt talk of them
when thou sittest in thine house, and when
thou walkest by the way, and when thou
liest down, and when thou risest up.  And
thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand,
and they shall be as frontlets between thine
eyes.  And thou shalt write them upon the
posts of thy house, and on thy gates.
Deuteronomy 6:4-9

Wow! Sounds very much like 24/7 with a little
timeout for sleep.  This means that God is to be part of
our every conscious moment.  Before 1975 I would have
called anyone with such a preposterous idea a fanatic.
But I know now that we live in an insane world usurped
by an insane angel in a garden.  The only sanity that I
have known since 1975 has been in the company of
committed Christians and between the covers of the Holy
Bible.

But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them
that are lost: In whom the god of this world
[Satan] hath blinded the minds of them
which believe not, lest the light of the glorious
gospel of Christ, who is the image of God,
should shine unto them. 2 Corinthians 4:3-4

The question that should be asked by everyone
that professes to believe is a paraphrase of the one posed
by Del Tackett in The Truth Project, “Do you really believe
what you profess to believe is really real?”4  If you really
believe what you profess to believe is really real, then
you should have no problem in understanding the absolute
need to seek first the Kingdom of God and His
righteousness.  What did that understanding mean for
me?

What Does It Mean To Be A Committed
Christian?

Hear ye therefore the parable of the sower.
When any one heareth the word of the
kingdom, and understandeth it not, then
cometh the wicked one, and catcheth away
that which was sown in his heart. This is he
which received seed by the way side.  But he
that received the seed into stony places,
the same is he that heareth the word, and

anon with joy receiveth it; Yet hath he not
root in himself, but dureth for a while: for when
tribulation or persecution ariseth because
of the word, by and by he is offended.  He also
that received seed among the thorns is he
that heareth the word; and the care of this
world, and the deceitfulness of riches,
choke the word, and he becometh
unfruitful.  But he that received seed into
the good ground is he that heareth the
word, and understandeth it; which also
beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some an
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Matthew
13:18-23

Whosoever therefore shall confess me
before men, him will I confess also before
my Father which is in heaven.  But
whosoever shall deny me before men, him
will I also deny before my Father which is in
heaven….  And he that taketh not his cross,
and followeth after me, is not worthy of me.
He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he
that loseth his life for my sake shall find it.
Matthew 10:32, 33, 38, 39

You might think that since you have come to
the knowledge of the meaning of Matthew 6:33 it should
be a simple matter to convince other people of the truth
of what you have discovered.  I soon discovered that
was not to be a simple task.  I remember a story I once
heard about a street preacher that was preaching to a
crowd one day.  Many in the crowd sneered and said to
themselves, “Who does he think he is to preach to us,
aren’t we all Christians?”  As he preached the simple
message of salvation, one by one the crowd began to
drift off until only a little boy remained.  Still, the preacher
continued to preach until finally the little boy tugged at
the preacher’s coat and asked, “Mister, why are you
still preaching, can’t you see that they have all left?”
The preacher then replied, “I’m preaching to myself so
that I won’t become like them.”

This reminds me of another truth that is
essential to commitment as a Christian.  It is not just
enough to receive the word gladly; I had to do something
with it.  I had to somehow bear fruit in the Kingdom of
God.  The roots of the fruit’s seed had to penetrate
through the rocky ground of unbelief.

I once was among those that heard the simple
message and did not understand.  The world had such a
grip on me that I would not cast off that grip for fear of
losing the worldly treasures and position that I had gained.
It was for me as the bumper sticker proclaimed, “He
who dies with the most toys wins.”
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Before the summer of 1975 I had no desire to
seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness.
To suggest that I ever would was laughable.  Why would
I want to give up my worldly pursuits and chase a
fairytale?  In fact, any attempt to read the Gospels was
pointless, since I understood not a word therein.  The
words of the Gospel that I did read floated away as soon
as they were read.  Why then did I still have a nagging
feeling that the Gospel message was real?  For awhile I
attempted to prove to myself that God was not real.  I
tried to make logical arguments that God did not exist.
I was in torment.  If God was real, then I was accountable
for my actions.  That is a fearful thing to contemplate
that I was accountable for my rebellion against a Holy
God, and one day would have to make an account in His
presence.

There are two masters that we can choose to
serve in this life.

Jesus said unto them, If God were your
Father, ye would love me: for I proceeded
forth and came from God; neither came I of
myself, but he sent me.  Why do ye not
understand my speech? even because ye
cannot hear my word.  Ye are of your father
the devil, and the lusts of your father ye
will do. He was a murderer from the beginning,
and abode not in the truth, because there is
no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he
speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the
father of it. John 8:42-44

Before a person comes to Christ he is still in
the original rebellion of the Garden (Genesis 3).  That
person has joined in this rebellion against God with the
father of lies, Satan.  This was the state that I was in
before the summer of 1975.  I was in rebellion against
God.  Likewise, this is the state of all who do not know,
love, and accept Christ as their personal Savior.  They
are rebellious.

If a person who hears the Word of God does not
seek first God’s Kingdom and His righteousness, then
when trouble comes, and it surely will since the Word
has no root, it is gone in a moment of time.

Then, there is the thorny ground where the cares
of the world and the desire for fame and fortune choke
out the Word and make it unfruitful.  This is the message
of today’s society – to be committed to Jesus Christ is
foolishness and is considered counterproductive to
attainment of worldly fame and possessions.  So there
stood I on the eve of a profound change that was about
to come upon my life and attitude; one that would change
my heart so completely that I could not call it a loss.
Suddenly, my previous aspirations in life did not seem
important anymore when stacked against the simple

message of “seek ye first the Kingdom of God, and His
righteousness.”

I remember that day vividly, although I did not
record the exact date or time.  All I know was that it
occurred in an instant of time in the summer of 1975.
Had anyone told me that I would have come to believe
so completely that it would change the thrust of my life
I would have said that person was crazy.  This is the
thought of the worldly man.  I could not see that there
was something else.  I did not see that it was possible
to live in God’s Kingdom now.5  Lest you think that I am
trying to paint myself as a perfect Christian, let me say
that I am still a work in progress.  While I may have
fallen off the narrow path a few times, somehow by God’s
merciful grace and with the guidance of the Holy Spirit I
have been able to get back up and get back on the path.
I can say, however, that I have never wavered from the
simple and committed belief that found me wanting in
the summer of 1975.

I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave
the increase.  So then neither is he that planteth
any thing, neither he that watereth; but God
that giveth the increase.  Now he that planteth
and he that watereth are one: and every man
shall receive his own reward according to his
own labour.  For we are labourers together
with God: ye are God’s husbandry, ye are
God’s building.  According to the grace of
God which is given unto me, as a wise
masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation, and
another buildeth thereon. But let every man
take heed how he buildeth thereupon.  For other
foundation can no man lay than that is laid,
which is Jesus Christ. 1 Corinthians 3:6-11

So, what was I to do now since I really believed
that what I believed was really real?  Everyone should
be able to relate to what caused me to believe; right?
Wrong.  That is why everyone has an unique story of
their own.  God touches people where they are at in that
moment of time.  We either choose to accept God’s call
and the challenges that it brings, or we refuse to hear
the call until the call can no longer be heard above the
din of the cares of the world.  What then was I to do with
the new life freely given to me by a merciful God in 1975?
Regardless of whether people would listen, I now had to
tell others about the free gift that, if applied properly,
would unbind them from the cares of the world.  They
would indeed be free, no longer bound to the ancient
rebellion.  It didn’t take me long to realize that I was
really just a planter of seeds and a tiller of soil, God’s
steward.  We cannot boast of the increase, that’s Gods
part in the labor.
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A committed Christian, then, is one that is
persistent in the Word of God and receives it with
understanding into not only his mind, but into his heart.
More importantly, a committed Christian is also one that
has the word in his heart which bears good fruit according
to his understanding and talent.

How Does The World View The Committed
Christian?

Whosoever therefore shall confess me
before men, him will I confess also before
my Father which is in heaven.  But
whosoever shall deny me before men, him will
I also deny before my Father which is in heaven.
Think not that I am come to send peace
on earth: I came not to send peace, but a
sword.  For I am come to set a man at
variance against his father, and the
daughter against her mother, and the
daughter in law against her mother in law.
And a man’s foes shall be they of his own
household.  He that loveth father or mother
more than me is not worthy of me: and he that
loveth son or daughter more than me is not
worthy of me.  And he that taketh not his cross,
and followeth after me, is not worthy of me.
He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he
that loseth his life for my sake shall find it.
He that receiveth you receiveth me, and he
that receiveth me receiveth him that sent
me. Matthew 10:32-40

The further down this path I go, the more I realize
the truth of Jesus’ words that He came as a divider.
Because there are really two choices that man may make
in choosing whom to serve, any choice will cause a
division of some kind.  But, you might say, “I am a
Christian, doesn’t that mean that I am on the side of
right?”  Really?  Who then was Christ referring when He
said:

Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them.
Not every one that saith unto me, Lord,
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of
heaven; but he that doeth the will of my
Father which is in heaven.  Many will say
to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not
prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have
cast out devils? and in thy name done many
wonderful works?  And then will I profess
unto them, I never knew you: depart from
me, ye that work iniquity. Matthew 7:20-23

Therefore, how does the world view a committed
Christian?  I have a dear friend that witnessed to me in
my own house in the early 1970’s; I was offended.  How
dare he preach to me?  What is wrong with him?  Later
this same friend invited me to attend prayer meetings in
his home.  I begged off.  I said to myself that I had better
things to do with my life than attend a prayer meeting
with some goody-goodies.  I didn’t accept his invitation
then, but only a few years later I would say that those
prayer meetings were some of the most cherished
moments of my life.  My friend was my true friend indeed.

There was certainly a division in my mind at the
time as to his friendship.  He was a nice man, but, I
thought, kind of weird.  While I would not have called the
man my enemy, other people may have been offended
to the point of cutting off further contact.  I probably would
have not had further contact with him if we were not
involved in a common interest.  We both were members
of the local Toastmasters Club.6

Have you ever witnessed to a friend or family
member only to notice that they appear uncomfortable
and seem to be looking for any excuse to bolt to the
nearest exit?  Have you ever been frustrated at giving
friends or loved ones videos, books, or other Christian
material and waited for some kind of response.  You
think to yourself that the material will stir in the hearts of
your friends or loved ones the same stirring that you find
in your own heart.  Most of the time, no matter how
short the message, how convenient it would be to pop it
into the DVD player, or how long you wait, the awaited
response never comes.  The answer is usually an
embarrassed “I haven’t had time yet” when you finally
ask, “Did you look at the material I gave you?”   I can tell
you that the closer the person is to you, the more it
hurts.

The world would be much simpler if only I chose
to stay on the broad way.  I could be more accepting of
the way things are.  I would have no set of absolutes to
live by.  I could just do my own thing and live as I chose.
My friends and family members could choose their own
life styles and it wouldn’t bother me as long as no one
was hurt.  But, in the final analysis I really believe what
I believe is really real.  And if it is really real, then I am
accountable to a loving and merciful God.  I am required
to be a witness to the world.  There is no turning back.  I
also believe that I have chosen the right path that is
righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.
I know that the other way before the summer of 1975
was a path of misery, a wasted life without purpose.

Now, if the entertainment media is any indicator,
as a fundamentalist Christian I am despised and mocked.
It seems that the name Christian has become a dirty
word.  All sorts of perversion and atrocities are portrayed
and laid at the feet of Christianity by the most popular
television programs and performers.  The media is beating
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the drums of political correctness and religious toleration
so that truth is distorted to the point that good seems
bad and bad seems good.  Yet, there are some
“Christians” that are revered and accepted simply
because they avoid controversy.  They refuse to engage
the secular worldview head-on.  Their message of humility
is one of love and acceptance.  They preach a social
gospel instead of the Gospel.  What is not to like about
their message, except that is not the message of the
Gospel?  Rodney R. Romney, Pastor of Seattle’s First
Baptist Church, gives us insight into the ecumenical
thinking of those that preach a social gospel:

He [Jesus] meant to establish a world religion
that would embrace every soul and synthesize
every creed, and his work will not be
consummated until he has done just that.7

So Christianity is supposed to “synthesize every
creed” is it?  Interestingly, that is the very form of
Christianity that has gained acceptance by the media
and Pastor Romney.  It sounds very similar to what is
espoused by atheistic humanism as expressed in
Humanist Manifesto II:

Some humanists believe we should reinterpret
traditional religions and reinvest them with
meanings appropriate to the current situation.8

The Christian needs to be very careful here.  All churches
are not equal.  While many appear very good indeed,
and the message is one of love for our fellow man, the
practice may lead to a compromise of the pure Gospel
expressed by Jesus and His disciples.  The message of
the modern “seeker friendly” church may feel good, but
it is dangerous to the pure Gospel.  This willingness to
integrate is the reason that the media is supportive of it.
Instead of division, it brings a feel-good message of unity.
This modern church is watered-down and willing to
accommodate and merge.  This is the face of the new
gospel and church.  Any church adhering to a strict
application of the true Gospel of Christ and promoting
the teaching of the whole Bible, including end-time
prophecy and condemnation of sin, is looked upon as
outmoded, lacking humility, and insensitive to the feelings
of diverse groups.  Remember that we saw at the very
beginning of this section (Matthew 10) that Christ came
and brought a message of division.  According to Warren
Wiersbe:

Verses 34-39 [Matthew 10] indicate clearly that
the Gospel is a divider of people. Christ is the
Prince of Peace, and the Gospel is the
message of peace, but when people; confess
Christ, they usually make enemies. Christ

separates and makes the strongest natural ties
of family and friends seem less important.9

Eternal Security
As I was bringing this newsletter to a close, a

brother in Christ asked me what I thought of the concept
of eternal security.  This has been a concern of many in
the church throughout the Christian era.  It also was a
concern of mine as I struggled with my own Christian
walk.  The question was always, “Am I good enough to
go to heaven?”  The answer of course is no; we all fall
short.

For all have sinned, and come short of the
glory of God; Romans 3:23

So how can anyone have peace and joy in the
Holy Ghost if he or she is uncertain of eternal security?
Catholics especially struggle with this.  I was previously
a Catholic.  I once asked a Catholic priest if he thought
he was going to heaven, and the response was, “I don’t
know, I hope so.”  If indeed there is no assurance of
eternal security, then a person’s life becomes one of
endless good works in the hope that you are somehow
made good enough.  So then how can we know that we
have eternal life and will one day be in heaven?  We find
our answer in the very next verse in Romans 3.

Being justified freely by his grace through
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus:
Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation
through faith in his blood, to declare his
righteousness for the remission of sins that
are past, through the forbearance of God; To
declare, I say, at this time his righteousness:
that he might be just, and the justifier of him
which believeth in Jesus. Romans 3:24-26

We are justified by what Christ did for us on the cross,
not because of what we have done for ourselves.  We
are all sinners.

Once we are saved do we have any assurance
that we will stay that way?  If we cannot have that
assurance, then how do we know we will one day reside
in heaven?  What does the Bible say?

My sheep hear my voice, and I know them,
and they follow me: And I give unto them
eternal life; and they shall never perish,
neither shall any man pluck them out of my
hand.  My Father, which gave them me, is
greater than all; and no man is able to pluck
them out of my Father’s hand.  I and my
Father are one. John 10:27-30
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Jesus is saying that those that are His followers are
given eternal life.  He also says that no man can steal
them away.  This sounds very much like that those on
the narrow path can know that they are saved.  Paul
assures us that it is Christ that is doing the work in our
lives.  It is what Christ has done, and is doing; it is not
our good works that lead to our salvation.

Being confident of this very thing, that he which
hath begun a good work in you will
perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:
Philippians 1:6

Once truly committed, no one can be separated.

Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God’s
elect? It is God that justifieth.  Who is he
that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea
rather, that is risen again, who is even at
the right hand of God, who also maketh
intercession for us.  Who shall separate
us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation,
or distress, or persecution, or famine, or
nakedness, or peril, or sword?  As it is written,
For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we
are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.  Nay,
in all these things we are more than
conquerors through him that loved us.  For
I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life,
nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers,
nor things present, nor things to come, Nor
height, nor depth, nor any other creature,
shall be able to separate us from the love
of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Romans 8:33-39

You can be sure of your salvation.

What About Works?
What about good works?  James makes a case

that a committed Christian is one that will do good works
not because he is seeking heaven, but because he has
committed to Christ.

What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man
say he hath faith, and have not works? can
faith save him?  If a brother or sister be
naked, and destitute of daily food, And one
of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be
ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye
give them not those things which are needful
to the body; what doth it profit?  Even so faith,
if it hath not works, is dead, being alone.
Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I
have works: shew me thy faith without thy

works, and I will shew thee my faith by
my works. James 2:14-18

Paul says that your works do not define the place
of your eternal destiny, but only the quality of your
rewards.

Now if any man build upon this foundation
gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay,
stubble; Every man’s work shall be made
manifest: for the day shall declare it, because
it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall
try every man’s work of what sort it is.  If
any man’s work abide which he hath built
thereupon, he shall receive a reward.  If
any man’s work shall be burned, he shall
suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved;
yet so as by fire. 1 Corinthians 3:12-15

Faith is the key.

And he believed in the Lord; and he counted
it to him for righteousness. Genesis 15:6

For by grace are ye saved through faith;
and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of
God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.
Ephesians 2:8-9

Two Treasures
Do you Christian believe what you profess to

believe is really real?  Or are you a defeated Christian
(barely saved), just struggling along, never sure that you
are truly saved, carnal and spiritually immature, with little
lasting joy, with a life empty of real purpose and
fulfillment, and struggling as a slave to sinful desires
and habits.  You may be saved, but you are “shallow
and self-centered,” not fully committed to ordering your
priorities.10  Commit today to forsake your sinful ways
and enter into the joy of the Lord by allowing Christ to be
ruler (Lord) over your life.

What about you “natural man” (unsaved)?  Do
you truly believe that your worldly lifestyle is satisfying?
Is your philosophy one of “he who dies with the most
toys wins?”  Consider well, do you truly believe that you
will not be held accountable for your life and lifestyle?
Deep down you might say to yourself, “there’s plenty of
time to think about God when I’m old – but, for now, I’m
having too much fun.”  Really?

And he said, This will I do: I will pull down
my barns, and build greater; and there will I
bestow all my fruits and my goods.  And I
will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much
goods laid up for many years; take thine
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ease, eat, drink, and be merry.  But God
said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul
shall be required of thee: then whose shall
those things be, which thou hast
provided?  So is he that layeth up treasure
for himself, and is not rich toward God.
Luke 12:18-21

Consider what is true in life.  Are worldly position
and material things what count most in your life, or do
you think that seeking first the kingdom of God and His
righteousness will bring about the true riches of life and
eternity?

Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon
earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and
where thieves break through and steal: But lay
up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where
neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where
thieves do not break through nor steal: For
where your treasure is, there will your
heart be also. Matthew 6:19-21

Love not the world, neither the things that
are in the world. If any man love the world,
the love of the Father is not in him.  For all
that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and
the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life,
is not of the Father, but is of the world.
And the world passeth away, and the lust
thereof: but he that doeth the will of God
abideth for ever. 1 John 2:15-17

Be sure that the treasures you lay up will lead to eternal
life. ΑΩΑΩΑΩΑΩΑΩ

(Endnotes)
1 Warren Wiersbe, (from Wiersbe’s EXPOSITORY
OUTLINES ON THE NEW TESTAMENT. Copyright © 1992
by Chariot Victor Publishing, an imprint of Cook
Communication Ministries. All rights reserved, Romans
14:22-23.)
2 Donald Grey Barnhouse (from Romans: EXPOSITIONS
OF BIBLE DOCTRINES © 1966 by Wm. B. Eerdmans
Publishing Company. All rights reserved, Romans 16:27.)
3 See BORN AGAIN - WHAT DOES IT MEAN?, Creation
Revelation, Volume 9, Issue 2, Spring 2005.
4 Del Tackett, THE TRUTH PROJECT, Copyright 2004-2009
Focus on the Family. All rights reserved. International
copyright secured. Focus on the Family’s The Truth Project
is a registered trademark ® of Focus on the Family.
5 More of this testimony is related in the newsletter BORN
AGAIN - WHAT DOES IT MEAN?, Creation Revelation,
Volume 9, Issue 2, Spring 2005, and in the newsletter
TRINITY (A Defense), Creation Revelation, Special Edition,
Fall 2000, where I am “the skeptic.”  See also “About Us” on
our website www.creationrevelation.org.
6 Toastmasters International is an organization located in
numerous towns and cities worldwide devoted to gaining
proficiency in public speaking.  I had a severe fear of
speaking in public which my involvement in Toastmasters
helped me overcome.  This is a very worthwhile
organization, highly recommended for those with similar
fears or needs.  As I look back now, without this experience
I could not teach the Bible to groups as I do today.
7 Dave Hunt, OCCULT INVASION, Eugene, OR: Harvest
House Publishers, 1998, p. 566.
8 Paul Kurtz (editor), HUMANIST MANIFESTOS I AND II,
Amherst, NY: Prometheus Books, 1973, p. 16.
9 Warren Wiersbe, (from Wiersbe’s EXPOSITORY
OUTLINES ON THE NEW TESTAMENT. Copyright © 1992
by Chariot Victor Publishing, an imprint of Cook
Communication Ministries. All rights reserved.)
10 See Leon Bates, A “BATTLE MAP” For the Christian Walk,
Sherman, TX: Bible Believers Evangelistic Association,
www.bbea.org, 1973.

View and print past newsletters
and more at

www.creationrevelation.org

Subscribe free online.

Creation RevelationCreation RevelationCreation RevelationCreation RevelationCreation Revelation is a quarterly publication distributed free of charge via mail to those who request it.
Topics will have a primary focus on the Defense of Scripture, including Creation (Genesis), Humanism, and Prophecy (Revelation).  Other top-
ics of interest may be presented.  Questions, comments, and suggestions are encouraged.
Copyright © 2009 Robert W. Tozier.  All rights reserved.  Permission is given to photocopy and  freely distribute this material for the glory of
God as long as it is not done for commercial purposes.   Edited by Samuel Williams and Kristin Oien.
Email: rtozier@creationrevelation.org.          http://www.creationrevelation.org.         Webmaster: Dave Ashcraft.
Mail: Robert & Mary Tozier, 92-222 Hoalii Place, Kapolei, HI 96707.  Tel: 808-672-7229  -  ALOHA! ΑΩΑΩΑΩΑΩΑΩ



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /KOR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe7f6e521b5efa76840020005000440046002065876863ff0c5c065305542b66f49ad8768456fe50cf52068fa87387ff0c4ee575284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d6253537030028be5002000500044004600206587686353ef4ee54f7f752800200020004100630072006f00620061007400204e0e002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020548c66f49ad87248672c62535f0030028fd94e9b8bbe7f6e89816c425d4c51655b574f533002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d5b9a5efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef65305542b8f039ad876845f7150cf89e367905ea6ff0c9069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d521753703002005000440046002065874ef653ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000520065006100640065007200200035002e0030002053ca66f465b07248672c4f86958b555f300290194e9b8a2d5b9a89816c425d4c51655b57578b3002>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


