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Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will
raise unto David a righteous Branch, and a King
shall reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment
and justice in the earth.  In his days Judah shall be
saved, and Israel shall dwell safely: and this is his
name whereby he shall be called, THE LORD OUR
RIGHTEOUSNESS. Jeremiah 23:5, 6

Hear now, O Joshua the high priest, thou, and thy
fellows that sit before thee: for they are men
wondered at: for, behold, I will bring forth my
servant the BRANCH. Zechariah 3:8

The Messiah is to be born of the virgin.  Woman does
not have seed, man does.  Genesis 3:15 clearly indicates
that a woman will conceive without the help of a man.13

Coma14

There is another constellation near the branch in
Virgo’s hand called Coma, which means “the desired,” or “the
longed for.”  Coma was pictured by the ancients as the mother
and child.  Its position near the branch would indicate that
the “desired one” is the Messiah.  Today, Coma has been
corrupted to represent woman’s hair.  However, the ancient
Egyptian name for this constellation is “She-nu, the desired
son.”  The Zodiac in the temple of Denderah in Egypt, dating
to about 2,000 years BC, shows a woman and a child, not
woman’s hair.  Bullinger relates that there was a tradition in
the East that a new star would appear in this sign when He
whom it foretold should be born.15

I shall see him, but not now: I shall behold him, but
not nigh: there shall come a Star out of Jacob,
and a Sceptre shall rise out of Israel, and shall smite

the corners of Moab, and destroy all the children of
Sheth. Numbers 24:17

An Arab Christian Historian, Abulfaragius (1,226-
1,286 AD), says that the Persian Zoroaster, who was a pupil
of Daniel, predicted to the Magians (Persian astronomers)
that the appearance of a new star would signify the birth of a
mysterious child whom they were to adore.  Another source,
the Zend Avesta, indicates the star would appear in the
constellation Virgo.16

The Magi knew to look for a star, but, could they
determine in advance the general location where the child
would be born?  The Magi could determine the longitude as
being the land of Jacob by the prophecy of Numbers 24:17.
The latitude would be determined by the passage of the star
overhead at midnight every 24 hours.  It would then be a
simple matter for the Magi to locate the very spot that the
star would be vertical.17  There is a tradition that when the
Magi arrived at Bethlehem, they refreshed themselves at the
town well.  They rejoiced when they discovered that the
overhead star was reflected down the vertical well shaft on
the water below, indicating that they had at last arrived at the
location they were seeking.18

When they had heard the king, they departed; and,
lo, the star, which they saw in the east, went before
them, till it came and stood over where the young
child was.  When they saw the star, they rejoiced
with exceeding great joy. Matthew 2:9, 10

Bootes19
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There is yet another constellation near the branch in
the hand of Virgo that is called “Bootes,” meaning “the coming
one.”20

Before the LORD: for he cometh, for he cometh
to judge the earth: he shall judge the world with
righteousness, and the people with his truth. Psalm

96:13

The Greeks called him Bootes, meaning “the coming.”
The ancient name was probably
Arcturus, which means “He
cometh.”21

Which maketh Arcturus,
Orion, and Pleiades, and
the chambers of the
south. Job 9:9

To the ancient
Egyptians he was “Smat,”
meaning “one who rules,
subdues, and governs.”  They
also referred to him as “Bau,”
meaning “the coming one.”
The name of the star in the
spearhead means “the branch,
treading underfoot.”  The star
below his waist on his right side
means “the coming forth as an
arrow,” or “the preserver,
guarding.”  And finally, the
name of the star in his head
means “the pierced.”
Alternately it means, “who
bruises.”22

For dogs have compassed
me: the assembly of the
wicked have enclosed me:
they pierced my hands
and my feet. Psalm 22:16

And I will put enmity
between thee and the
woman, and between thy
seed and her seed; it
shall bruise thy head,
and thou shalt bruise his
heel. Genesis 3:15

There is a sickle in the other hand of Bootes.  We are
reminded that finally Christ will be Judge and Harvester of the
earth.23

And another angel came out of the temple, crying
with a loud voice to him that sat on the cloud, Thrust
in thy sickle, and reap: for the time is come for
thee to reap; for the harvest of the earth is ripe.
And he that sat on the cloud thrust in his sickle on
the earth; and the earth was reaped. Revelation 14:15,

16

The Day and Hour of Jesus’ Birth
The Magi knew that the Hebrews considered the

constellation Pisces to
represent Israel.  The
wandering star (planet) that
we know as the planet Saturn
designated Jerusalem, while
Jupiter indicated royalty.24

On 29 May in the year 7 BC,
Saturn and Jupiter came
together in Pisces.  This
happened again on 3 October
7 BC, and a third time on 4
December 7 BC, each in
Pisces.  It’s interesting to
note that the conjunction that
occurred on 3 October in 7
BC occurred on the Jewish
Day of Atonement.  The usual
occurrence of a conjunction
of these stars was once in
804 years.  But this happened
three times in a single year.
In the spring of 6 BC there
occurred in Pisces a triple
conjunction of Jupiter, Saturn,
and Mars.25  The word “star”
in the first century could also
mean “planets,” or “wandering
stars.”26  We will now look at
two verses in Revelation
chapter 12 that may have
significance in determining
the actual birth date of Jesus.
John, in writing the opening
verses of Revelation 12,
clearly depicts the woman as
being Israel, but may also be
pointing back in time to reveal
the birth date of Jesus when
he wrote:

And there appeared a
great wonder in

heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, and
the moon under her feet, and upon her head a
crown of twelve stars: And she being with child

The Day and hour of Jesus’ Birth29

6:15 to 7:45pm on 11 September 3 BC
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cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be
delivered. Revelation 12:1, 2

The twelve stars crowning the woman’s head certainly
is a reference to the twelve tribes of Israel.  The woman herself
is no doubt Israel.  So, out of Israel would come the Messiah.
Why would this specific illustration be used by John concerning
a woman clothed with the Sun?  Notice that the “wonder”
appeared in heaven.  Is John giving the exact date that the
Messiah was born by the position of the stars in the heavens?

In this respect, the significance of the twelve stars as
a crown points to the twelve signs of the Zodiac, of which
Virgo is the beginning point.27  The word “wonder,” or as some
translate “sign” in Greek is the exact word normally used to
refer to a zodiacal sign.28

When was Christ born?
There are biblical, astronomical, and

historical reasons to believe that the birth of Christ
occurred in 3 BC.  A Roman census took place
between August and October of 3 BC.  This
“census” taken in 3 BC was like an oath of
obedience and is recorded in the Res Gestae of
Augustus Caesar.  The purpose was for conferring
an award upon Caesar called the Pater Patriae in
early 2 BC.30

And it came to pass in those days that a
decree went out from Caesar Augustus that
all the world should be registered.  This
census first took place while Quirinius was
governing Syria.  So all went to be registered,
everyone to his own city. Luke 2:1-3

Several significant conjunctions occurred,
beginning in May 3 BC, including the “Morning
Star” conjunction of Jupiter and Venus in August of 3 BC, and
culminating in the “Evening Star” conjunction of Jupiter.31  A
conjunction of Jupiter, the “King” planet, with Regulus, the
King star, in Leo, the Lion of the Tribe of Judah, on 14
September 3 BC,  would begin a series of three such
occurrences during 3 and 2 BC.  The
other occurrences were on 17
February 2 BC and 8 May 2 BC.  The
visual effect of Jupiter in its retrograde
motion would cause Jupiter to appear
to circle, or crown Regulus.  The
brightness of this display may account
for the “star” the Magi saw.32  The only
time during this period when the
Woman (Virgo) is clothed with the Sun,
and the Moon is under her feet, is
between 6:15PM and 7:45PM on 11
September 3 BC. 33  Look at
Revelation 12:1 once again, this time
using the New King James Version.

Now a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman
clothed with the sun, with the moon under her
feet, and on her head a garland of twelve stars.
Revelation 12:1 NKJV

The following illustrates the apparent stopping of a
planet and its reversal (retrograde).  The stopping and reversal
is only a visual effect due to the position of the earth’s orbit
and the relative movement of the planet.  A person standing
on the earth while viewing Jupiter would see Jupiter appear to
stop and reverse its motion.  The planet does not actually
stop or reverse.

Retrograde34

The following graphically portray the interaction of
Jupiter and Regulus in Leo.

Regulus and Jupiter35
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Leo and Regulus36

Regulus is located between Leo’s feet and is the
star nearest the Sun on the ecliptic (the Sun’s path).
Because of this relationship the early Jews associated the
star Regulus, the King star, with the Messiah.37

Jupiter, the King planet, on 12 August 3 BC, rose in
conjunction with Venus, the mother, as the “morning star” in
Leo.  On 17 June 2 BC, Jupiter again was in conjunction
with Venus in Leo.  Finally in a grand display on 27 August
2 BC, there was an unusual massing of four planets in Leo
(Judah) - Jupiter, Mars (war), Venus, and Mercury (the
messenger of the gods).  All of these occurrences involved
Jupiter.  It could be that the Magi were following the planet
Jupiter to Bethlehem.38

As previously mentioned, it is conceivable that the
apostle John was calling attention to Christ’s birth date with
the depiction of the woman of Revelation chapter 12.  The
context of Revelation 12 certainly is referring to the birth of
Christ.  It was common practice at that time to know the
times and seasons by the stars.  The woman depicted in
Revelation 12 could therefore be the constellation Virgo.  The
birth of Christ would have occurred at a time when she was
being clothed with the Sun and the Moon was situated under
her feet.  That time occurred on 11 September in 3 BC
between the hours of 6:15pm to 7:45pm local (Bethlehem)
time.  An interesting thing about this date is that it was
Tishri one on the Jewish calendar, the Jewish New Year, the
Day of Trumpets, Rosh ha-Shanah.39

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, Speak
unto the children of Israel, saying, In the seventh
month, in the first day of the month, shall ye
have a sabbath, a memorial of blowing of
trumpets, an holy convocation.  Ye shall do no

servile work therein: but ye shall offer an offering
made by fire unto the LORD. Leviticus

23:23-25

Does the Date Add Up?
To determine if this date for Jesus’

birth adds up, we need to begin with the
birth of John the Baptist.

There was in the days of Herod, the
king of Judaea, a certain priest
named Zacharias, of the course of
Abia: and his wife was of the daughters
of Aaron, and her name was
Elisabeth….  And it came to pass, that
while he executed the priest’s office
before God in the order of his course,
According to the custom of the priest’s
office, his lot was to burn incense when
he went into the temple of the Lord.
And the whole multitude of the people
were praying without at the time of

incense.  And there appeared unto him an angel of
the Lord standing on the right side of the altar of
incense.  And when Zacharias saw him, he was
troubled, and fear fell upon him.  But the angel
said unto him, Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer
is heard; and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee
a son, and thou shalt call his name John.  And
thou shalt have joy and gladness; and many shall
rejoice at his birth. Luke 1:5, 8-14

There were twenty-four priestly courses of temple
service.  The course that John the Baptist’s father, Zacharias,
served was the eighth, Abijah (Abia).40

Now these are the divisions of the sons of Aaron.
The sons of Aaron; Nadab, and Abihu, Eleazar,
and Ithamar….  Thus were they divided by lot,
one sort with another; for the governors of the
sanctuary, and governors of the house of God, were
of the sons of Eleazar, and of the sons of
Ithamar….  Now the first lot came forth to Jehoiarib,
the second to Jedaiah, The third to Harim, the fourth
to Seorim, The fifth to Malchijah, the sixth to
Mijamin, The seventh to Hakkoz, the eighth to
Abijah, 1 Chronicles 24:1, 5, 7-10

Zacharias was told that Elisabeth “shall” bear him
a son, not that she already had conceived.  This made the
conception of John to be most likely after the Temple course
was finished, June 4 BC.

The ecclesiastical year differed from the civil year in
that it began with Nisan (March/April).  One Nisan in 4 BC
was 29 March.  The courses that year ran as follows: first,
24 to 31 March; second, 31 March to 7 April; third, 7 April to
21 April (extended due to Passover), and so on.  The eighth
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course would have been from 19 May until 26 May 4 BC.
During this time Gabriel appeared to Zacharias to announce
John the Baptist’s conception.  Elisabeth, Zacharias’ wife,
would have conceived sometime after the announcement.
Allowing 280 days between conception and birth, John was
born about 10 March 3 BC.  Jesus was conceived in the
sixth month of Elisabeth’s pregnancy, December 4 BC,
making His birth to be September in 3 BC.41

Also, the angel told Mary (Jesus’ mother) that her
cousin was in her sixth month.  Mary’s conception would
have taken place in December of 4 BC for Jesus to be born
in September of 3 BC.

And, behold, thy cousin Elisabeth, she hath also
conceived a son in her old age: and this is the
sixth month with her, who was called barren.
Luke 1:36

Christmas
Around 25 December 2 BC Jupiter would appear

“stopped” in the constellation Virgo.  After their stop at
Jerusalem the Magi may have been drawn to Bethlehem at
this time to pay homage with gifts to the new King.  Jesus
would have been a toddler at that time.

Daniel was essentially a Magi himself.  The Magi
would recall the teachings of Daniel to earlier Magi regarding
the prophecies of the expected Messiah.

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea
in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men
from the East came to Jerusalem, saying,
“Where is He who has been born King of the Jews?
For we have seen His star in the East and have
come to worship Him.”  When Herod the king
heard these things, he was troubled, and all
Jerusalem with him.  And when he had gathered
all the chief priests and scribes of the people
together, he inquired of them where the Christ was
to be born.  So they said to him, “In Bethlehem

of Judea, for thus it is written by the prophet:
‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are not
the least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you
shall come a Ruler who will shepherd My people
Israel.’”  Then Herod, when he had secretly called
the wise men, determined from them what
time the star appeared.  And he sent them to
Bethlehem and said, “Go and search diligently for
the young Child, and when you have found Him,
bring back word to me, that I may come and
worship Him also.”  When they heard the king,
they departed; and behold, the star which they
had seen in the East went before them, till it
came and stood over where the young Child
was.  When they saw the star, they rejoiced
with exceedingly great joy.  And when they had
come into the house, they saw the young Child
with Mary His mother, and fell down and

worshiped Him. And when they had
opened their treasures, they
presented gifts to Him: gold,
frankincense, and myrrh.  Then,
being divinely warned in a dream that
they should not return to Herod, they
departed for their own country another
way. Matthew 2:1-12

Herod was able to calculate how
old Jesus should have been at this time
by asking the wise men exactly when they
first saw the “star” (various conjunctions
involving Jupiter with Venus and Regulus
beginning in 3 BC).  It is evident that Jesus

was a “young child,” not an infant in the manger by this time.
He must have been about 1 year and 3 months old.  This is
why Herod killed all the children up to the age of two years in
the vicinity of Bethlehem.

Then Herod, when he saw that he was mocked of
the wise men, was exceeding wroth, and sent forth,
and slew all the children that were in
Bethlehem, and in all the coasts thereof, from
two years old and under, according to the time
which he had diligently inquired of the wise
men. Matthew 2:16

The Sabbath Years
The majority of the early Christian writers before 400

AD place Jesus’ birth between 3 and 1 BC.  Since 400 AD,
confusion as to Herod’s death date has caused researchers
to place Jesus’ birth too early.  New evidence shows that 36
BC was a sabbatical year, making Herod’s death to be 1
BC.  This is seen in the fact that Herod captured Jerusalem
in the sabbatical year of 36 BC.  King Antigonus died a few
months later.  Josephus says that Herod reigned 34 years

Nativity Chronology

John the Baptist Conceived about June 4 BC

Jesus Conceived Six Months Later about December 4 BC

John the Baptist Born about 10 March 3 BC

Jesus Born 11 September 3 BC




